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Panama in 1889. In 1897, ne wrote the music to the Himno Istmeno>
which was proclaimed the National Anthem of Panama after the separa-
tion of Panama from Colombia in 1903. A biographical sketch of Santos
Jorge is published in the November, 1943, issue of Armenia, organ of
the National Conservatory of Panama.

The violinist, Alfredo de SAINT-MALO (1898-----) studied at the Paris

Conservatory, and graduated in 1919, when he was twenty-one years old,
with a Premier Prix. Saint-Malo has made concert tours in Europe and
America, and in 1928 played with Ravel in the United States. In 1941,
he was appointed director of the National Conservatory in Panama City.

Paraguay

jParaguay, tierra ideal,

Es tu suelo un jardin de poemas, amores y flores!
[FROM A POPULAR SONG]

Paraguay, an inland country, lying astride the tropic of Capricorn, has been
called the Paradise of South America for its natural beauty and the serenity of
its climate. Paraguay is the smallest South American nation in population, which
numbers scarcely over one million inhabitants, most of them Indians of the
Guarany branch.

The native musical culture of Paraguay is part of the tradition of the
jungle country in the heart of the South American continent. The original
music of the natives is based on the pentatonic scale, and, like all Indian
music, it is slow in tempo and melancholy in mood. Contact with the
Spanish elements has resulted in extension of the original scale to the
European seven-tone scale, with the minor mode predominant. From the
few extant specimens of the Guarany music of Paraguay, it appears that
there was in it little variety of rhythm, and that each song was a suc-
cession of musical phrases separated by cadences. In many Latin American
countries, the vivacious rhythmic lilt reflects the influence of the Negro
element, introduced by the African slaves. There is virtually no Negro